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Internationa] filing date (day/month/year) 
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Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION et al 



1 . Transmittal of the translation to tlie applicant 



The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation of the international preliminary report on 
' — ' patentability (Chapter 1). 

The Internationa] Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation of the international preliminaiy report on 
patentability (Chapter II). 

2. Transmittal of the copy ol the translation to the designated or elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been transmitted to the following designated or elected 
Offices requiring such translation: 

None 

The following designated or elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, will receive copies of that 
translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AE, AG, AL, AM, AP, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, OA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EA, 
EC, EE, EG, EP, ES, Fl, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, 
MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, Nl, NO, NZ, OA, OM, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SY, 
TJ, TM, TN, TR, IT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one oO the olTicial languagc(s) of the elected Orficc(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter II). 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned within the 
applicable time Ibnit (Rule 74.1). See Volume n of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 



The Internationa] Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombeites 
12 11 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.44I 22 740 14 35 



Authorized officer 

Masashi Honda 

Facsimile No.+41 22 338 70 10 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter I of ihc Palcnl C(X)peraiion Treaty) 



(PCT Rule 44W.V) 


Applicant's or agcnl's file reference 
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14 August 2003 (14.08.2003) 
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This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter D is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 Wj. 1(a). 

This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Box No. I Basis of the report 



I I Box No. n 

I I Box No. m 

IXI Box No. IV 

^ Box No. V 

I I Box No. VI 

I I BoxNo.Vn 
BoxNo.Vni 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, ii 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international applicalion 



The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Orfices in acconiance with Rules A4his.i(c) and 9ihis.\ but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 44/w .2). 





Dale of issuance of this report 
08 May 2006 (08.05.2006) 


The Inlernalional Bureau of WlPO 
34, chcmin dcs Colombclles 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

l-acsimile No. +41 22 740 14 35 


Aulhorized officer 

Masashi Honda 

Telephone No. 441 22 338 70 10 



Form PCT/IB/373 (January 2004) 



PATKNT COOPKRATION TRKATY 



PCX 



WRiri'l.-N OPINION OrTIIIi 
INTERNATIONAL SF.ARCIIING AU I IIORITY 



(PCTRiiloJ.Vwv.ll 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

S04P1108WO00 

International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/011476 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International filing date (day/monthfyear) 

10.08.2004 



Priority dale (day/iiioiUh/year) 

14.08.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC') or both national classification and IPC 



Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION 



□ 
□ 



Box No. I 

Box No. II 
Box No. Ill 
Box No. IV 
Box No. V 

Box No, VI 
Box No. VII 
Box No. VIII 



IS indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty. 
Lack of unity of invention 



step and industrial applicability 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43bif . I(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability, citations and explanations supporting such st; 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international applicalion 
C'eilain observations on the international applicaiioi 



Fl'RTIlER ACTION 

If a demariii for international preliminary examinalion is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Pieliminary Examining Autlvnily ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the Il>l-A anil the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.\hi.Hb) thiil written opinion 
this International .Searching Authority will not be so considered. 
If Ihi.s opinion is. as pi ovided above, consiilered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invited to submit to the IPIiiA a 
wrillen reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT/I,SyV22() or belbre the expiration of 22 months from the priority dale, whichever expires later. 
Tor further oplion.s. see Form I>CT/I.SA/220. 

Foi liuiher details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/221). 



Name and mailing address ol llie IS/VJP 



Authorized oflicer 
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WRIITliN OPINION OK TIIK 
INTKKNA 1 lONALSKAKCIIINC Ali'l lIOKITV 


International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/011476 


No. I liasis i>r litis opinion 


1. Wilh regard to Ihi- lanKUUt>c. iMs opinion has bircn eslablishiil on Ihc basis ol Hit- inlcrnalio 
tllfii. unless olhcrwisc indicaU-il nnilcr Ihis ilcm. 


lal application in the language in which it wa.s 


1 1 This opinion Ikis been established on the biisis ol' a translation from the original language into the rollowing language 


. which is the langtuige of a translation I'urnished 

Rule 12.3 and 23. Ub)). 


or the pur|X)scs of international search (.uniler 


2. Wilh regard to any nuclcolidc and/ur amino ueid .scqiirncc disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
Invention. Ihis opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. tyiK- of malcrial 




1 1 a sequence listing 




1 1 table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




1 1 in written format 




I 1 in computer readable form 




c. time of filing/furnishing 




1 1 contained in the international application as filed. 




1 1 filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 




1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 




3. 1 1 In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing an 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were fiirnished. 


/or tablets) relating thereto has been filed or 
copies is identical to that in the application as 


4. Additional conunents: 
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PCT/JP2004/011476 



Luck ol' iinily of iiivi-iilioii 



iiivilalion (I'orm PCr/I.SA/3(X)| lo |>:iy adililioi 



I I liiif.s|>onse(olhc 

IXI P'>'<' iiclililionnl fees 

I I paid iKlditional foes iinHtT |)i-olcs( 

I I nol |):ii<l udtlllioiial fc-cs 

[ I This Aulhority found thai the ri.-i|iiiiciiiciil ol iinily of invcniion is nol complied with and chose nol lo invite the applicani to pay 
additional fues. 

This Aulhority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I complied with 

IXI "°' complied with for the following reasons: 

Documentl : JP 2001-257670 A (Hitachi, Ltd.) 21 September, 2001 (21.09.01) Paragraph [0006] 

& WO 2001/069844 Al 

Document 2: Keiji Horiuti, Takatoshi Yoshikawa "The New Method of License Key 
Management for Content Distribution System-key management for grouping content-" IEEE 
International Conference on consumer electronics 2003, 2003.06.17, p.56-57 



hi document 1, memorizing contents data or contents data which was encoded in a 
different key for each group in storage medium having portabihty such as CDs is 
described.(Paragraph [0006] ) 

In document 2, preparing a group key for groups of contents and decoding all contents 
belong to a group which was encoded is described. (Referred to 2.(2) of left column of page 56). 

According to descriptions of documents 1 and 2 found from the searching resuUs, it is 
not a specific technical feature to set contents management unit to each contents. 

Consequently, there are no common technical features in independent claims 1,21,31, 
41, and 42. (These are treated as a group of inventions.) 

Also, considering to claims which directly site above-mentioned group of inventions, 
claims which have different technical feature compare to above-mentioned group of inventions 
among those claims are a. claim which has plural contents management unit (claim 7), b. claim 
which set a condilion managomcnl unit concerning network independence condition/related 
condition (claim 12), and c. claim concerning switching conteiKs management unit (claim 22). 

Accordingly, ihc number of invention of inlcrnational application described in claims 1- 
43 is four. 



Consequently, this opinion has been estalilislK-d in respect of the following p:u1s of the international application: 
13 all p;uts 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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lt<>\ No. \' Kcasonifl slutcnienl iiiiclvr Kiili- 43l>is.l(a)(i) with re)>uril lo novelly, iiivcniivi' slip or indiislriiil upplic:il)ilily; 



diulioiis and cxpluiialioiis siipporliim such slulcnu'nl 
I. Si ate nK- 111 

Novclly.N. 1-43 YP.S 

flaims NO 

Inventive s(c|> US) <--laims 7, 22, 32 MIS 

c-iainis 1-6, 8-21, 23-31, 33-43 no 

Imlustrial applicability (lA) claims 1-43 YES 

Claims NO 



Documeiitl: JP 2001-257670 A (Hitachi. Ltd.) 21 September, 2001 (21.09.01) Paragraph [0006] & 
WO 2001/069844 Al 

Document 2: Keiji Horiuti, Takatoshi Yoshikawa "The New Method of License Key Management 
for Content Distribution System-key management for grouping content-" IEEE International 
Conference on consumer electronics 2003, 2003.06.17'^ p.56-57 

Document 3: .IP 2003-87237 A (Sony Corporation) 20 March, 2003 (20.03.03) Abstract, paragraph 
[00078], paragraph [265]-[267] (Family:None) 

In document 1, memorizing contents data or contents data which was encoded in a different 
key for each eroup in storage medium having portability such as CDs is described.(Paragraph [0006] 
) 

In document 2, preparing a group key for groups of contents and decoding all contents 
belong to a group which was encoded is described. (Referred to 2.(2) of left column of page 56). 

In document 3, while storing a contents key by encoding into a utilization authority 
certificate, storing and delivering contents utilization condition such as contents utilization terms, a 
number of utilization, on line/offline processing, as a condition, existing information showing 
whether they are on line utilization contents, off line utilization contents, on line number limitation 
contents, or off line number limitation contents are described. (Abstract, paragraph [0078] ). 

Concerning claims 1-6. 8-11, 15, 17-21, 23-26, 29-31, 33-36, 39-43 

Configuration of record medium of claim 1 which is independent claim does not particularly 
differ from data structure of documents 1 and 2. Information processing device, information 
processing mclliixi, and program which carry out coiilenls recoiistmctioii processing of claim 21,31 
and 41 arc exliemcly simple implementation to reconstruct data comprising data construction of 
documcnls 1 and 2. As for a server of claim 42 which is indcpciulcnl claim, the server conducting lo 
provide a key process appear to be well-known art without any illustrations, and applying the well- 
known art lo the provide a key process of documents I and 2 is within the ordinary ability expected 
of a person skilled in the art. Also, the .subject mailer described in dependent claims is not specific. 

Accordingly, the subject mailers of claims 1 -6, 8-11,15,17-21, 23-26, 29-3 1 , 33-36, and 39- 
43 do not appear to involve an inventive slep, since Ihcy are described in documents I and 2. 

Concerning claims 12-14, 16, 27-28, 37-38 

In document 3, technique which condition of utilization to be on line processing and offline 
processing is described, and applying the technique lo documents 1 and 2 is within llie ordinary 
ability expected of a person skilled in llie art. Accordingly, the subject mailers of claims 12-14, 16, 
27-28, and 37-38 do nol appear to involve an inventive step, since they are described in documents 1 
and 3, and lliey also do nol appear lo involve an invenlive slep, since they are described in 
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Kcasonvd slalcnieiil iindvrKiilc43l)i.s.l(uMi) «'ilh regard lo iiovcily, iiivciilirv sicp i>riiidiiNlri:il iipplic:il>ililv; 
dliilions and cxpluiiulions snpp<>rliii|i such slalcnifiil 



documents 2 and 3. 



CiMiccniingclaim? 

"l incoding paicessing by each different unit keys for a first unit and a second unit" of claim 
7 is neither described in documents 1-3, and nor within the ordinary ability expected of a person 
skilled in the art. Accordingly, the subject matter of claim 7 appears to involve an inventive step. 

Concerning claims 22 and 32 

"Delecting switching of a contents management unit" of claims 22 and 32 is neither 
described in documents 1-3, and nor wilhiii the ordinary ability expected of a person skilled in the 
art. Accmdingly, the subject matters of claims 22 and 32 appear to involve an inventive step. 
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liox No. V III Ccrluiii obsiTvmioiis <in the inUTiiuli(inul uppliculioii 



The lollowiiig ohsiTvnlions on Ihf claiily of the claims. desi-i'i|>(ioii. anil drawings or on Iht- qiicslion whiihcr Ihc claims are fully sii|>|)oi'l(.-(l by 
the dcscriplion. arc made: 

ll is esliniated lhat "conHguralion U> carry i)ut the authcnlicalion pri)cessiiig" described in 
claim 43 is an error in writing. 
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